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recommend the dispatch to the Secretary, or for the poorer sort
to the Master of the Eeguests.

[Dated] April 26, 1600.
State Papers (Domestic}, Eliz. cclxxiv. p. 118.

3. CENSORSHIP OF THE PRESS.
(a) Star-Chamber Ordinance, 1566.

I.  That no person should print ... or bring . . . into the
realm printed any book against the force and meaning of any
ordinance . . . contained in any the statutes or laws   of this
realm or in any injunctions, letters patents or ordinances set
forth by the Queen's authority.

II.  That whosoever should offend against the said ordinances
/should forfeit all such books, and from thenceforth should never
exercise . . . the feat of printing ; and to sustain three months'
imprisonment.

III.  That no person should sell, bind or sew any such books,
|upon pain to forfeit all such books and for every book 205.

j IV. That all books BO forfeited should be brought into
Stationers' Hah1, . . . and all the books so to be forfeited to be
destroyed or made waste paper.

I Y. That it should be lawful for the wardens of the [Sta-
tioners'] Company ... to make search in all workhouses, shops
. . . and other places of printers, booksellers and such as bring
books into the realm . . .; and all books to be found against the
said ordinances to seize and carry to the Hall to the uses above-
said and to bring the persons offending before the Queen's
Commissioners in causes ecclesiastical.

VI. Every stationer, printer, bookseller . . . should . . . enter
into several recognizances of reasonable sums of money to her
Majesty , . . that he should truly observe all the said ordi-
nances ...

Upon the consideration before expressed and upon the
motion of the Commissioners, we of the Privy Council have
agreed this to be observed and kept ... At the Star-Chamber
the spth of June, 1566 . . .
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